
 

Water For People to Help over 100,000 Ugandans Gain Access to Safe Drinking 

Water Thanks to Grant from the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation 
 

 

DENVER, Jan. 05 /CSRwire/ - (Marketwired) - Water For People believes every person around the world 

deserves lasting access to safe water, and to help realize this vision it has received a three-year, $3 

million grant from the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation in support of its work in the rural Kamwenge District 

of Uganda. With this grant, Water For People and its local partners will now be able to accelerate and 

scale their efforts significantly and deliver high-quality water services to over 100,000 people. This 

partnership puts a strong emphasis on the Forever aspect of Water For People's Everyone Forever 

impact model, which increases demand for reliable quality water within the communities served and 

partners with local government and private sector institutions to create the enabling environment for 

these services to last. 

 

"Water For People is thrilled to begin working with the Hilton Foundation. Our model for impact is well 

aligned with the Foundation's strategy for sustainable water access, and we are grateful for the 

opportunity to embark on this long-term partnership. Together, we will make Everyone Forever a reality 

and transform the lives of over one hundred thousand people in Uganda, creating impact that will last 

for generations and a roadmap to end the global water crisis within our lifetime," according to Water 

For People CEO Eleanor Allen. 

 

Uganda is one of nine countries where Water For People works and is one of the world's poorest 

nations, with a population of more than 39 million people, nearly half of whom are younger than 15. Life 

expectancy in Uganda is 58 years, per World Bank data, and most of its population relies on subsistence 

farming, which makes it extremely difficult for children to break out of entrenched family poverty. 

 

A lack of basic services is the main reason why so many in Uganda struggle to survive. Uganda's official 

rate of drinking water coverage is actually high -- at 79 percent (UNICEF/WHO JMP 2015 Update). But 

the reality of broken-down pumps and a low quality and quantity of drinking water means families 

spend hours each day sourcing water at the expense of time spent in school, generating income, or 

raising children. This pattern will continue until the cycle is disrupted. 

 

"We are thrilled to be partnering with Water For People and are excited by the opportunity to make a 

meaningful difference for future generations of Ugandans," said Peter Laugharn, president and CEO for 

the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation. "Water For People's Everyone Forever model seeks to provide a clear 

and sustainable path for Uganda, one which aims to ensure that every person, health facility and school 

has lasting access to safe, reliable and affordable water." 

 

Some of the expected outcomes of this Hilton Foundation grant include: 

 

• Substantially increased, lasting access to high-quality water, with approximately 50 percent of 

the local population gaining water access on their property; 

 

• Construction of new and expansion of existing infrastructure for piped water supply; 

 

• Local knowledge, capacity and institutions built up to support and manage the systems; 

 

• Local institutions work in concert together to maintain and expand systems as demand for water 

access grows; 

 



• National government and additional sector partners use the work in Kamwenge as a model for 

achieving the UN's Sustainable Development Goal #6; 

 

• Women and girls will no longer have to collect water every day, and instead can focus on getting 

an education, earning an income and/or raising a family 

 

Part of Water For People's Everyone Forever model's success is attributed to its emphasis on reporting 

and data, as well as the priority it places on bringing a system's users into the process with educational 

programs designed to stimulate demand and teach them how to hold their local institutions 

accountable. The Hilton Foundation's grant is particularly timely considering that there are new 

Ugandan government regulations which prioritize the development of high quality water systems and 

taps in homes. Water For People and its partners in Kamwenge will be working with others across 

Uganda to share their experiences and learnings so that they can benefit even more people. 

 

To learn more about Water for People's mission visit: Water For People; to learn more about the Conrad 

N. Hilton Foundation visit: Hilton Foundation. 

 

About Water For People Founded in 1991, Denver, CO based Water For People believes that every 

human being deserves lasting access to safe water and sanitation. Its impact model, "Everyone Forever", 

utilizes co-investing and capacity building with local partners, and it employs sector-leading data 

collection and reporting. This long-term approach is driving a transformation in the way that the WASH 

sector operates because of its focus on providing sustainable services and aid delivery. This approach 

realizes significant improvements in health, access to education, and prosperity. A recognized leader in 

international development, Water For People currently works on three continents, in nine countries and 

30 districts across the globe, from Bolivia to Malawi to India, and will deliver services to over 7 million 

people in 50 districts globally over the next 10 years. Learn more at www.WaterForPeople.org. 

 

About the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation The Conrad N. Hilton Foundation was created in 1944 by 

international business pioneer Conrad N. Hilton, who founded Hilton Hotels and left his fortune to help 

the world's disadvantaged and vulnerable people. The Foundation currently conducts strategic 

initiatives in six priority areas: providing safe water, ending chronic homelessness, preventing substance 

use, helping children affected by HIV and AIDS, supporting transition-age youth in foster care, and 

extending Conrad Hilton's support for the work of Catholic Sisters. In addition, following selection by an 

independent international jury, the Foundation annually awards the $2 million Conrad N. Hilton 

Humanitarian Prize to a nonprofit organization doing extraordinary work to reduce human suffering. In 

2016, the Humanitarian Prize was awarded to The Task Force for Global Health, an international, 

nonprofit organization that works to improve health of people most in need, primarily in developing 

countries. From its inception, the Foundation has awarded more than $1.5 billion in grants, distributing 

$107 million in the U.S. and around the world in 2015. The Foundation's current assets are 

approximately $2.5 billion. For more information, please visit www.hiltonfoundation.org. 
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